June 17, 2021

JUNETEENTH

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President. I
rise today to recognize the annual com-
memoration of Juneteenth, the date on
which the news of the end of slavery
reached the enslaved peoples in the
Southwestern States. On June 19, 1865,
MG Gordon Granger and Union soldiers
communicated the news of liberation
to one of the last remaining confed-
erate outposts in Galveston, TX. Over 2
years after President Abraham Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, the enslaved individuals there had
yet to hear the good news.

Over the years, African-American
communities nationwide and in Mary-
land have developed rich traditions
around this historically significant
date. For all Americans, Juneteenth of-
fers an opportunity to reflect upon and
to educate ourselves further about the
terrible history of slavery and its en-
during legacy. The story of Juneteenth
also reminds me of the gap between the
values and principles that we espouse
and the realities of life for everyday
Americans, in particular the most vul-
nerable.

I have long supported legislation to
add Juneteenth National Independence
Day to the list of legal Federal public
holidays. After many years, 1 am
pleased that the Senate has finally
passed it and hope that the House will
act swiftly to send this bill to Presi-
dent Biden’s desk.

In commemoration of this year’s hol-
iday, I want to take the opportunity to
reflect in more depth on a couple of
ways that we continue to see the clear
impact of slavery today. One of the
most apparent legacies is access—or
should I say lack of access—to the bal-
lot box. Study after study and the lived
experiences of so many individuals tell
us that Black Americans still experi-
ence greater barriers to voting than
White Americans. One of the most im-
portant tenets of our comprehensive
legislation to protect democracy, the
For the People Act, S. 1, is enacting a
Federal floor when it comes to voting
rights standards.

Spreading false or misleading infor-
mation intended to suppress voting and
intimidate the electorate remains one
of the most effective methods used to
keep individuals, particularly Black
Americans and other racial minorities,
from voting. Advancements in our
means of communication, including
the rise of social media platforms, have
made it easier for bad actors to use
these strategies. During the 2020 elec-
tion cycle, robocalls targeting commu-
nities of color in Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, Illinois, and New York
contained false information about how
the recipients’ data would be shared if
they voted by mail. I have introduced
legislation, along with Senator KLO-
BUCHAR, to address these problems by
prohibiting individuals from knowingly
deceiving others about the time, place,
eligibility, or procedures of partici-
pating in a Federal election. Our bill to
ban deceptive practices, S. 1840, would
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also prohibit individuals from inten-
tionally hindering, interfering with, or
preventing another person from voting,
registering to vote, or aiding another
person to vote or register to vote in a
Federal election.

In 2020, more than 5 million individ-
uals and as many as one in five African
Americans in some States were disen-
franchised because of voter suppression
laws.

Many voter disenfranchisement laws
today come from post-Civil War efforts
to stifle the 14th and 15th Amend-
ments. Between 1865 and 1880, at least
13 States enacted or expanded their fel-
ony disenfranchisement laws. One of
the primary goals of these laws was to
prevent Black Americans from voting.
At least 11 of those States still bar in-
dividuals on felony probation or parole
from voting. Under our Comnstitution,
there is no legitimate justification for
denying people from having a voice in
our democracy. Disenfranchising citi-
zens who are living and working in the
community serves no compelling State
interest and hinders their rehabilita-
tion and reintegration into society. My
Democracy Restoration Act, S. 481,
would restore Federal voting rights for
all individuals immediately upon re-
lease from incarceration.

I am proud that both my Deceptive
Practices and Voter Intimidation Act
and my Democracy Restoration Act
are included within the For the People
Act.

Finally, I want to end by com-
mending my home State of Maryland
for bipartisan restorative justice work
over the past several years. The Mary-
land General Assembly voted nearly
unanimously in 2019 to investigate the
more than 40 documented racial terror
lynchings that took place in Maryland
between 1854 and 1933, to hold public
hearings in communities where racial
terror lynchings occurred, and to de-
velop recommendations that are rooted
in restorative justice for addressing,
engaging, and reconciling those com-
munities. The commission the State
established has received supplemental
funding from the U.S. Department of
Justice’s Emmett Till Cold Case Inves-
tigations Program for its efforts. Be-
cause of this work, Governor Hogan
issued posthumous pardons last month
for 34 victims of racial lynchings in
Maryland.

This Juneteenth, I encourage all
Americans to recognize Juneteenth as
an opportunity to reflect upon our Na-
tion’s shared history, to recognize the
enduring effects of slavery on our soci-
ety, and to commit to being involved in
the redemptive work toward a more
just and perfect Union.

———

NATIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President,
today I rise in recognition of seer-
sucker manufacturers and enthusiasts
across the United States. I wish every-
one a happy National Seersucker Day.
This uniquely American fashion has a
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storied history dating back to 1909. The
first seersucker suit was designed by
Joseph Haspel at his Broad Street fa-
cility in New Orleans, LA. Louisiana is
proud to have played an important part
in introducing the country to seer-
sucker apparel.

This lightweight cotton fabric,
known for its signature pucker, has
been worn and enjoyed by Americans
across the country during the hot sum-
mer months. Mr. Haspel said it best:
‘““Hot is hot, no matter what you do for
a living.”

In the 1990s, Seersucker Day was es-
tablished by Members of this Chamber
to honor this unique American fashion.
I proudly resumed this tradition in 2014
in the U.S. House of Representatives
and continued this tradition in the
U.S. Senate. This year, I wish to des-
ignate Thursday, June 17, as the eighth
annual National Seersucker Day. I en-
courage everyone to wear seersucker
on this day to commemorate this tradi-
tionally American clothing.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAX ENGLISH

Mr. COTTON. Madam President,
SGM Max English served the Nation
honorably for over 28 years in the U.S.
Army. He fought in combat operations
throughout World War II and bravely
led 36 men as a platoon sergeant in the
Battle of the Bulge. His extraordinary
service continued to the Pacific the-
ater in the waning months of the war.
Only a few years later, he returned to
the Pacific to fight in the Korean war.

During his service in the Second
World War, Sergeant Major English
was injured in Germany and was
awarded the Purple Heart. During the
Battle of Bulge, Sergeant Major
English fought and repelled repeated
Nazi attacks and ultimately helped
break the back of Hitler’s forces. After
sustained combat operations in Europe,
Sergeant Major English served in the
Southern Pacific theater and pursued
the treacherous mission of rooting out
irreconciled Japanese Imperial Army
forces after their country’s uncondi-
tional surrender.

A member of ‘‘the greatest genera-
tion”’, Sergeant Major English again
answered the call of duty when he was
deployed to the Korean war. There, his
unit was tasked with repatriating
Americans formerly held as prisoners
of war during the conflict. The heroic
actions of Sergeant Major English’s
unit directly contributed to the imple-
mentation of an armistice to stop the
fighting on the Korean Peninsula.

Sergeant Major English is a man of
exceptional character and commitment
to the United States who embodies the
American spirit and serves as an inspi-
ration for today’s fighting men and
women. I join all grateful Americans in
congratulating him for his outstanding
service and patriotism and thank him
for a job well done.
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